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PROGRAMME 
15.00 Venerdi 8 gennaio. Friday 8th January. 2010 
 

Prehistoric (Megalithic) Architecture in the Mediterranean 
Architettura (megalitica) preistorica nel Mediterraneo 
 
La presentatione del libro: Le Orme dei Giganti 
The presentation of the book: Mortuary customs in prehistoric Malta. 
 
 
 
 
Welcome by the Director, Prof. Christopher Smith. 
 
Introduzione  Sebastiano Tusa - Introduction Simon Stoddart 
 
Saluto delle autorità 
 
Luigi Biondo Aspetti tecnici del progetto <<Orme dei Giganti>> 

Sebastiano Tusa  Il megalitismo e la Sicilia 

Giuseppa Tanda   I dolmen della Tunisia 

Caroline Malone (speaker) and Simon Stoddart. Life and Death in megalithic Malta 

Luigi Coluccia e Marco Merico. Monumenti megalitici in Puglia 

Francesco di Gennaro Le sepolture megalitiche dell'Italia centrale 

Roberto Maggi Aspetti (mega)litici di un sistema agro-silvo-pastorale (IV-III millennio BC). 

Alberto Moravetti Il megalitismo in Sardegna 

Jose C. Martin de la Cruz El megalitismo en la vertiente mediterranea de la peninsula Iberica 

Cecilia Buccelato Monumenti megalitici atlantici 

 
18.30 Vino d'onore 
 
Sainsbury Lecture Theatre, British School at Rome, Via Gramsci, 61, 00197 Rome, Italy. 
 
An event sponsored by the British School at Rome  
and the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge. 



McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research

Mortuary customs in prehistoric Malta

£95/US$170/(€110)

Order from www.oxbowbooks.com

North America: The David Brown Book Company, P.O. Box 5111, Oakville, CT 06779, USA.
Phone: (0860) 791-9354 or (0860) 945-9329; Fax: (0860) 945-9468
Postage is charged at actual cost and can be requested prior to sending payment.

Europe & the rest of the world: Oxbow Books, Oxbow Books Ltd, 10 Hythe Bridge Street,
Oxford OX1 2EW, UK. Phone (0)1865 241249; Fax (0)1865 794449; 
E-mail: orders@oxbowbooks.com For UK customers (excluding Highlands, Islands, Northern 
Ireland and BFPO) if payment is made with order, postage and packing for the UK is £2.95 
for one book and £4.95 for two or more books. For all other customers postage is charged at 
actual cost and can be requested prior to sending payment.

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Oxbow Books’.

All invoices and credit card payments will be charged at the actual cost.

I enclose payment of __________________________ 

Please charge to my credit card (tick appropriate box):
o  Amex       o  Visa       o  Mastercard       o  Access       o  Switch

Card number and Expiry date......................................................................................................

Security number (last 3 digits on signature strip).........................

Signature..........................................................

Name................................................................................................................................................

Address............................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Downing Street, Cambridge, CB2 3ER, UK
+44(0)1223-333538
www.mcdonald.cam.ac.uk

Join our mailing list:

info@mcdonald.cam.ac.uk

McDonald Institute Monographs



Mortuary customs in prehistoric Malta

Published with the aid of major grants from
the Alwyn Cott on Foundation, the Kress Foundation, 

and the Mediterranean Archaeological Trust. 
Hardback | £95/US$170/(€110) | ISBN 978-1-902937-49-6 | xxx+521 pp. | 
286 × 220 mm | 298 b&w fi gs., 35 col. fi gs. | October 2009

Mortuary customs in prehistoric Malta
Excavations at the Brochtorff  Circle at Xagħra (1987–94)

Amongst the earliest stone architecture in the world, the 
Neolithic temples and hypogea of Malta testify to a 

sophisticated island culture. Explored in the early twentieth 
century, the subterranean burial temple, the Ħal Safl ieni 
Hypogeum, was cleared of its burials and artefacts without 
detailed record. Late in the twentieth century, excavation at 
Xagħra on Gozo rediscovered a second cave cemetery that 
provides a unique comparison through the investigation of a 
substantial portion of the buried site using modern scientifi c 
techniques. This programme revealed one of the largest 
prehistoric burial assemblages of human remains yet discovered 
in the Mediterranean, amounting to some 220,000 bones, together 
with a rich assemblage of animal bone, fi gurative sculpture, 
symbolic artefacts and architectural remains. 

The detailed factual and interpretative report on this site, 
supported by fresh scientifi c data on raw materials, 

landsnails and environment, isotopes, radiometric dating 
and statistical analysis, is placed in the broader framework of 
the domestic and ritual landscape of the Maltese Islands. The 
result is one of the most comprehensive studies of the incipient 
complexity of this mature, agricultural, but non-urban, island 
society so far published.

Editors

Dr Caroline Malone is a Senior Lecturer at Queen’s University Belfast.

Dr Simon Stoddart is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Cambridge 
(and a fellow of Magdalene College, Cambridge).

Prof. Anthony Bonanno is Professor of Archaeology at the University of Malta.

Dr David Trump is emeritus Tutor in Archaeology at Madingley Hall, Cambridge.

The late Dr Tancred Gouder was Director of the Museums Department, Malta.

Mr Anthony Pace is Superintendent of Cultural Heritage, Malta.

‘The Brochtorff  Circle is an outstandingly important site and this publication will make a major and 
long-lasting contribution to understandings of Mediterranean prehistory’

Professor Ruth Whitehouse
Emeritus Professor of Archaeology, Institute of Archaeology, University College London


